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Use entertaining activities to foster an appetite for é
words, and your child will gobble them up. The result //////// ? %////
will be a strong vocabulary that he can use in—and out " 7
of —school. Here are ways to play with words together. ° EONEN

ACCUMULATION

(noun): a collection
gathered little by little

RECOLLECT

(verb): to remember

Pass time in a waiting
room by creating an accumu-
lation of related words. Your
youngster will have to think
about each word’s meaning to
decide whether it fits into his collection.

Take turns choosing a category, such as travel, sports,
or food. Then, each of you should pick up amagazine
and race to see how many words you can find in 5 min-
utes that fit the category. If you're looking.for words
related to travel, your child might find altitude, currency,
and urban, for example. Write your words on your paper.
When time is up, read them aloud, and cross off any that

the other person also chose.

The person with the most wor
selects the next category.

Want to motivate your child to investigate and remem-
ber new words? Have her create a personal dictionary to
use during word games.

In a notebook, she can add an entry each time she
learns a new word. Suggest that she include the word,
its definition, and any drawings, synonyms, or notes
that will help her remember it.

Words are everywhere! Here is a list of ways she
might find them.

Your child needs a sha
.each pair of antonyms (words wi

gives him another way to understand and
remember what the first word means

. Together, use a thesaurus 1o find
pairs of antonyms like gigantic and -
Miniature or concave and conyey.
Write each word on 2 Separate index
card along with its definition.

MIX llp [lle CaIdS, alld plaCe thelll faCed() wn 1n rows.
[2 E“].[ ]lg[ CT t [:2[:[5 ]):‘1[[2]: Ic
aIl[OIlslllsa keep 1[9 aIld tulIl over t“O more CaIdS~ If tlle
VVOIdS aIeIltOpp()SIIeS Pul ]1 ba k alld 1ts lle
5 t e CaIdS C
> t

ds that no one else got

8. Look up the answers to crossword clues she
doesn’t know.

3. Get a word-a-day calendar or visit a website like
wordcentral.com/buzzword/buzzword.php.

4. Read books for pleasure.
8. Use textbook glossaries to look up unfamiliar
words.

6. Listen for new words during class discussions
and dinner conversations.

1. Notice words that opponents play during games.

\.
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[ HORSEFEATHERS O

(noun): nonsense words

ATTRIBUTES

(noun): characteristics or features |
Is that a real definition, or is it horsefeathers? Players

n your youngster makes . :
= Whe (if y shge mioht must get each other to believe fake definitions to win
this word poster, & this game.

; ive among her best )
list creative & Have your youngster list 20 o

attributes. vocabula i
) ry words from his
; ould write a . . .
First, she sh science or social studies

dozen or more words that
describe her (funny, upbeat, musi- \l))v?)(ilc;.anfodpla}']’ he sele(citsf'a
1). Then, she can look up each ord and writes two defi-
car. : nitions for it— one that’s

; s for a synonym
E word in a thesauru ynony real and one that he made

likes better. She could o . S

", t}t)artoillslz r:deipbeat with optimistic. up. Rernlnd h}m to make his false definition as realistic as
rgplace funny with hum e or il she prefers her origi- pos“51ble! For 1nstan§e, his definitions for velocity might
Tip: 1f there a}\lre rr:; S}llr:e)pythe * vord <he started with. E)e how fast something travels” (the real definition) and
nal choice, she hﬂg D fwrite her name in big fancy extreme speed (the false .orlle.). Its your job to figure

Next, your ¢ o heet of paper or poster boar d out WhICh is the actuall definition. If you do, you score
letters in the center o H e ords from her list. a point. If not, your child calls, “Horsefeathers!” and he

the scores a point.

and fill the space around it wit

rd, too. For example, 0 ‘
Encourage het & eical e o Then, it’s your turn to pick a word and give defini-
tions. High score wins.

she could draw musical notes around melodious. Let your
youngster hang the completed poster on her bedroom .
door to introduce exactly who she is!

—

SCRUTINIZE

(verb): to look over carefully

DEDUCE

h . ' (verb): to reach an answer using evidence
ou and your child will have to scrutinize letters to

make words in this activity. The object of this
Have your youngster divide a set of magnetic letters into two-player game1s t0

two bags, vowels in one bag and consonants in another. deduce your opponents

Then, each of you draws 1 vowel and 4 consonants o that mystery word —belore

you have 10 letters total to work with. Place all 10 letters he discovers yours!

on the table between you. To start, have your

Ask your child to think of youngster pick a number

ould secretly think of

a word she can make usin h
thg letters and to give you a clue. She might say, “I see i between 4 and 10. Each perfslon : s (say, 8) and draw a
a six-letter word that means graceful and starts \,zvith N.” aword with that sunbet 7 ryi‘hen ke e
You have one minute to find her word: “Is it nimble?” if blank line for each leter &% 'hlli P%Pit- be in ’the other
yog do, you score a point. If not, she tells you the W.ord guessing a letter that you thelgt }rlr:\gvrites the letter where
¥ : : N 're correct,
gets the point. Next, you find a word and give her player’s word. gey \?vliites it on the side (to keep track of

a clue. Tak i ' :
€ turns until no more words can be found. it goes. If not, guessed). For example, if your

been .
ihe bag i o thgt e e fill in the blanks like
\\ 7] the bag, mix them up, \?rd is diameter ind he guesses ¢,
\\ A *\\\ and draW again_ Play thas: ___ _  — — — . h ther erson’s Word
> “\ i fioure out the other p
///Illl)))l\\\x%% e i o ﬁr'St Or;vtgvolrgds and play again.
lli“g see who can score wins. Write n ,

the most points. J
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